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On Track, the official newsletter 

of the Inglis Elevators National 
Historic Site, is distributed to 

members of the Inglis Area Heri-

tage Committee Inc.  The infor-
mation and opinions in this news-

letter are collected from a variety 

of sources and do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of the IAHC.  

For information on becoming a 

member, contact our office. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inglis Area Heritage Committee Inc. 

P.O. Box 81 

Inglis, Manitoba  R0J 0X0 

CANADA 

Phone: (204) 564-2243 

Fax: (204) 564-2617 

E-mail: iahc@mts.net 

Internet: www.ingliselevators.com 

 

 

 

Our National Cost Share Partner: 

 

 

 

 

 
Major Provincial funding provided by: 

 

 

 

  

Board of Directors 
 

Marcia Rowat, Chair 

Curt Koss, Vice-Chair 

Andrea Gorda, Secretary 

Allan Sawchuk, Treasurer  

Directors 

Gerald Gorda 

Randy Fingas 

Rick Goraluk 

Bill Knox 

 

T 
he Inglis Elevators are infamous.  

Visitors from all over Manitoba, 

Canada, and the rest of the world 

stop and admire the huge and awesome 

prairie giants.  There used to be over 6,000 

elevators standing tall along the Canadian 

Prairie horizon, and now that there are less 

than 1,000 left, visitors come to see the 

largest standing row; the five elevators 

proudly guarding the town of Inglis.  My 

summer working at the elevators has given 

me the opportunity to show these famous 

beings off to the tourists that come to stare. 

 In May I was hired as the Summer 

Site Manager, which for the most part was 

a fancy name for “tour guide”.  I was 

expected to know the workings of a 

Standard Plan Prairie Grain elevator, 

especially the ones situated in Inglis. 

 However, on the first day I knew 

absolutely nothing about the giants I was to 

supervise.  On my first day, as my tour 

trainer, Curt Koss, was walking out the 

door my first tour group was walking in.  

Needless to say, I quickly studied and 

learned how to give a thorough and 

informative tour.  I soon discovered that as 

much as I knew, I definitely didn‟t know 

everything about the elevators, and so, 

when tough questions were asked, my 

coach, Grandpa Earl, was there to prepare 

me for my next tour.  

 My responsibilities at the site did not 

just include giving tours.  I also assisted in 

interviewing another student to work in 

part with the Manitoba Green Team, and 

Marianne Holovach was hired for the 

position.  Other responsibilities included 

small banking records, picking up 

cleaning supplies at the general store, 

and getting the mail, often leading to 

conversations with Mr. Klimack—a 

regular passer-by, checking on daily 

grain prices while on his morning or 

afternoon walks. 

 Another part of my job was to 

organize fundraisers to raise money for 

the Inglis Area Heritage Committee so 

they can continue to maintain the site 

and provide tour guides during the 

summer.  The Inglis Elevators were 

hosts to a “Concert in the Annex” where 

Sarah Skinner and I performed two sets 

of prairie folk music to an audience of 

65 people.  The amazing acoustics in 

the annex and the cozy atmosphere lit 

with Christmas lights and antique 

lamps, wine and delicious desserts 

donated by board members made the 

concert a success.  This event made 

$800.00 in profits. 

 The second fundraiser was the 

lunchtime BBQ where 100 people filled 

the Annex.  A special thank-you goes to 

Nelson and Jill Daneluk for their time 

and amazing meal.  With the $740.00 

made at the BBQ, the total fundraising 

profits are an exciting $1,540.00.  This 

money will be used for maintenance 

and upkeep costs.  Although money 

fundraised is greatly appreciated and 

is much needed, more funding is 
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That’s Where I Come From…... 
By Haylan Jackson, Summer Site Manager/Interpretive Guide 
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required to continue restoration.  The 

project needing immediate funding is 

painting the Paterson elevator.  There are 

many ways to contribute to this project 

and others that the IAHC are undertaking.  

Becoming a member will keep you 

informed on all happenings at the site, 

making a monetary donation directly to 

the Inglis Area Heritage Committee, or by 

making a monetary donation to the 

Endowment Fund.  For any further 

information or to have any questions 

answered please contact the IAHC (Tel. 

564-2243 or iahc@mts.net). 

 This summer, tours came from 

every direction on the map and it was 

always interesting learning how to alter 

the tour information for those who came 

to visit.  With the guests that didn‟t know 

what wheat was, I had to start from the 

very beginning, but retired agents and 

farmers could usually teach me a thing or 

two.  I loved listening to all their stories.  

Although many farmers in the area have 

been around a lot longer than I have (and 

probably have  a few more stories to tell 

about the giants than I), there are still 

some memories that make the elevators 

special for me.  I am just barely old 

enough to remember the train coming 

through, and the whistle that woke me up 

in time for school, or going for a sleigh 

ride with my sisters in Grandpa‟s sleigh - 

the same sleigh that is on display at the 

site now, or playing on the hill behind the 

tracks in the winter and unfortunately 

(Continued from page 1) 
breaking Bombacks‟s toboggan, or 

having a town wide game of sardines and 

hiding in the shadows of the elevators. 

 I am a history major studying at 

Dalhousie University in Halifax, Nova 

Scotia.  Last semester I took a class 

called “Canadian Cultural landscapes”.  

One day in class while sleepily taking 

notes, I was quickly woken up when I 

saw a picture of „my‟ elevators on the 

presentation screen.  My professor was 

commenting on prairie culture and I 

enthusiastically piped up claiming the 

Inglis Elevators as my hometown heroes.  

After a bit of talking, my professor and I 

decided that a research project on the 

Inglis Elevators might be a good honors 

thesis ad so, this Saturday I am looking 

forward to a meeting of the local retired 

farmers, coffee, cookies and a tape 

recorder to get started on my project. 

 My experience working at the 

elevators has not only been an incredible 

educational one but also has increased 

my appreciation for my community.  I 

loved being able to share all of my 

knowledge with the visitors curious 

about the prairie giants.  I will always be 

proud of Inglis and the work that the 

community has put into this 

extraordinary site.  I hope that it will 

remain here for many generations to see 

so that when people ask me “where are 

you from?” and I tell them “Inglis”, they 

will say “oh;, where the elevators are?” I 

will proudly respond yes, that‟s where I 

come from.” 

Looking for a unique Christmas gift for that special 
someone that has everything.  How about a donation to 
the Inglis Elevators Endowment Fund given on their  
behalf?  All donations are kept in perpetuity with the 
interest  going to the ongoing maintenance and opera-
tion of this important historic site.  To make your Christ-
mas donation please forward a cheque to the Living 
Legacy Community Foundation, Box 1343, Russell , 
MB  R0J 1W0.  All donations over $20 are acknowl-
edged by a tax deductible receipt issued by the Foun-
dation. (Please mark your cheque “Inglis Elevators Endow-

ment Fund”.) 

Inglis Elevators  

Endowment Fund 

Clip from the Past 
This poem was written and  

performed by Cowboy Poet Morley 

Thorpe at the “Halfway There” 

celebration that took place  

on August 24, 1999. 

 

Five in a Row 
By Morley Thorpe 

 

Wooden elevators once stood 

all over the Parkland 

Readily visible for all to see 

Prairie sentinels familiar names 

Like Federal, Paterson, Pool and 

UGG 

 

They dotted the horizon; every 

small town had one or two 

A meeting place where floor boards 

constantly creaked under  

heavy work shoe 

Corner stones of the community  

standing tall in winter wind  

or driving rain 

Commerce and prosperity soon  

followed the movement  

of prairie grain 

 

Times slowly change the sentinels 

began to disappear one by one 

Often collapsing in a cloud of dust 

that nearly obscured the sun 

Five we see in Inglis are at the  

end of a CP branch line 

In almost original condition,  

With a little help they will stand  

the test of time 

 

Built in the 20‟s they are now a  

Provincial & National historic site 

In the process of restoration they 

stand proudly in the prairie twilight 

In the same spirit as  

their construction 

it took a group effort to  

prevent their destruction 

 

Spearheaded by a group of  

volunteers it took five years to get  

the project this far 

Why CN even donated  

an old box car 

 

Although it‟s a line once  

owned by CP 

So far CP‟s contribution  

the committee has yet to see 

 

It may take a team effort to make 

any project go 

Today halfway there you see the  

results…. Five in a Row! 

http://www.easy-fundraising-ideas.com/


 On Track 3 Fall 2009 

W 
hat can I remember about the Inglis elevators and 

the early train runs? 

 My first 8 years I lived about 1/4 mile from 

the train track.  It was always a thrill to watch the train chug 

along, as it headed into Inglis every Tuesday, Thursday and 

Saturday evenings.  This train would be carrying passengers, 

mail, freight, and empty boxcars for grain and also sometimes 

empty cattle cars.  This would have been in the early 1930‟s.  

Freight coming in on the train might be for the many imple-

ment dealers in Inglis at the time.  Seed drills, binders and 

plows would come by train and the dealers would be busy 

setting them all up.  Lumber also was transported on the 

trains. 

 The war years brought about many changes.  The peo-

ple were becoming tired of driving in to put their cream cans 

on the train at 6:30AM.  There were more trucks and cars by 

now and cream would be picked up right at the farm yard.  

This resulted in the train service for cream to disappear.  The 

truck would even return your empties the following day for 

the price of 15¢. 

 In 1942 was when the Wheat Board controlled the mar-

keting of grain.  That year there was a good crop, resulting in 

not all the grain being delivered due to the lack of sales trans-

portation.  Elevators were full and at this time the 

“quota” (amount of bushels per acre assigned) was initiated.  

That is where the fun began.  We had to plead with an eleva-

tor manager to get him to take a load of grain.  You also had 

to make sure he would empty your sleigh box so you would 

not have to take that load home again. 

 When the trains came to Inglis the phones were always 

busy at the elevators.  The question was being asked of the 

managers “Did you get some train cars for the farmers to fill?” 

When the manager said the car was ready to load the farmer 

must get busy.  When it was wintertime and perhaps the train 

car had room for wheat, then the farmer must prepare the 

sleigh.  The sleigh would have a wooden box (approx. 4 1/2‟ x 

12‟) mounted on it. A good team of horses would be hitched 

to this sleigh which held between 80 and 100 bushels of grain.  

For the most part the greatest problem arose when the farmer 

and sleigh reached the elevator.  It was hard for the horses to 

pull the loaded sleigh up the elevator driveway and across the 

scale because there was no snow there and no footing for the 

horses.  Some horses were hurt from slipping on the bare 

wooden floor.  The manager would often nail a 1 x 4 strip of 

board across the floor and pour some used oil where the sleigh 

runners would be sliding, providing the horses with some grip.  

At this time the farmers got to brag about what a good team 

they had.     

 After the war less and less grain was hauled in the win-

ter.  Rubber tire trailers and tractors were common, along with 

trucks that could be hired to haul for 1 to 2¢ per bushel. 

 I remember in the 1940‟s that Oats were approximately 

45¢, Wheat 70 to 80¢.  In the 1950‟s Barley was $1.50, Wheat 

$1.56 and oats 65¢ . 

 The price of fuel as late as 1961 was $8.11 a 45 gallon 

drum, that is 209 litres, $3.88 a litre.  That was clear car gas. 

 The elevator that leaned had a residence attached to the 

office.  In 1924 my mother (Caroline Kopetsky) had her very 

first job in that house.  In 1942 Martin and Caroline Marshall 

bought that house and office and moved it to the farm 3 miles 

south of Inglis. 

 I always see, as we travel, the elevators on the horizon.  

Many of the elevators have disappeared now.  I am always 

happy to see they are in Inglis.  They were always made good 

use of when they were in operation and now as a Heritage Site. 

 

Submitted to Backtrackin’ by Willie Sonnenberg 
Willie was born in 1927.  He lived with his folks on the farm 3 miles 

south of Inglis.  His dad died in 1933 and in 1935 his mother re-

married.  (Martin Marshal).  At this time they moved to the Freefield 

district, 6 miles east of Inglis.  Together they had five children (3 boys, 

2 girls) ten grandchildren and 3 great grandchildren.  Willie was 

deceased in June, 2002. 

Gifts Made from June to September 2009: 

$   400.00: Gerald & Sonja Halwas 

$   100.00: Keith Gillis  (e Betty Armstrong) 

  Travis Armstrong 

  Canadian Wheat Board—Bill Nicholson 

$    50.00: Craig Fulton 

  Yvonne de Bulnes 

Gifts Made Previously: 

$4500.00: Shellmouth-Boulton 2008 Homecoming Cmt. 

$1000.00: Harold Kopetsky 

  David & Marcia Rowat 

  Curt & Eunice Koss (¦ Cassandra Dawn Koss)  

  Geraldine Donnelly (¦ James & Effie McCrea) 

  Alan Burns & Wen-Lin Sun 

  Clare & Shirley Moster (¦ Harold Moster) 

  RM of Shellmouth-Boulton 

Conôt:  Gifts Made Previously 

$500.00: Twin Valley Co-op 

  Agricore United -Local Board 

$250.00: Dow Agro Science 

$200.00: Margaret Lyon (¦ Ernest & Barbara Bryant) 

$100.00: Glenn Wiseman (¦ James Turberfield) 

  Gerald & Sharon Maryniuk 

  Michael Leech, Leech Printing Ltd. 

  Don & Freda Robin 

  Cardeager Ford 

$50.00: Parkway Co-op 

  Katharine & John Schulz (¦ Ralph Little) 

  Dee‟s Electric (¦ Tyrell Hrynkiw) 

  Duncan Hough 

  Nel Henteleff 

$25.00 & less: Gail Perry   

Inglis Elevators  
from Backtrackin‟ A moment in time—Inglis & Area Memoirs 

A big Thank you to all of our Endowment  Fund  Donors 
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Iôll buy into Canadaôs Heritage! 
 

 

 Price Quantity Amount 

Associate 20.00   

Basic 30.00   

Family 50.00   

Corporate 100.00   

Founding (1st year) 500.00   

Founding (entire fee) 1,000.00   

Founding or Family Memberships Only  

Tailor your membership to include other family members.  Add up to 

five extra (non-voting members) to each membership.  Each addi-

tional member receives a membership pin 

Extra Pins (up to 5) 5.00   

 Total   

Please enclose a cheque or money order payable to the Inglis 

Area Heritage Committee Inc. and mail this leaf to: 

Inglis Area Heritage Committee Inc. 

PO Box 81 

Inglis, MB  R0J 0X0 

CANADA 

To discuss the benefits of becoming a member, or to pur-

chase a membership using your Visa, please phone our 

office at (204) 564-2243. 

 

 

Sign me up as a member of the Inglis Elevator 

National Historic Site.  Count my voice in as one of 
many who recognize the important role grain eleva-

tors play in the prairie identity.  I am committed to 
preserving these prairie sentinels for the future and 
look forward to receiving my membership package 

within the next four weeks.  

In the space below, please list the individ-

ual(s) purchasing the membership(s) as 

well as a complete address and phone 

number.  This information helps us to 

properly acknowledge all members and 

keep everyone aware of our publications 

and events 

 

Inglis Area  

Heritage Souvenirs  

Various Souvenirs including:  

 Caps      $15  

 Coffee Mugs    $10  

 Shellmouth -Boulton  $69  
 History Books     

 
Another Great Christmas Gift idea!  

TO GET YOURS CONTACT A  
BOARD MEMBER TODAY 

Our Members 
 

Thank you to the following members,  

who have renewed their  

memberships and support 
 

Arthor & Kathleen Matthews 

David / Michael Leech 

Denise & Merl Hoekstra 

Donna & Ray Lints 

Duncan & Ruth Hough 

Glenn Wiseman 

Linda Seyers & Kevin Lunn 

Margaret Ostapowich 

Robert Mitchell 

Carol Morgan 

Kelly & Cathy McLean 

 

Our New $500 Dollar Club Members 

Curt & Eunice Koss 

Donald & Mildred Kerr 
 

 

Thank you for your donation 
Barbara Cochrane, Russell, $100.00 

If you prefer to make a donation without becoming a member, 

please send your cheque or money order to the address above.  

Your charitable donation tax receipt (for donation or member-

ship) will arrive within four weeks. 
 

Thank you for your generous support! 
 

Revenue Canada Registered Charity 89289 4130 RR0002 


